Brightlingsea Literary Festival
Short Story Competition “Community”
We are pleased to announce the second Brightlingsea Literary Festival Short Story Competition.

The theme for this year’s competition is Community
The competition will be launched on Sunday 1st February to coincide with the beginning of the 2026 Literary Festival.

Deadline for submissions is 11:59pm on Sunday 8th March 2026
500 words or fewer 
FREE to enter
Open for Children age 4-7

Use the supplied postcard template to explain why your community is a lovely place to live and draw a picture to show what you have written about. 
Email it to us by the deadline of 8th March 2026. 
Judges:
Judge 1 Ruth Loten
Judge 2 Henry Loten
Judge 3 TBC


Prizes:
1. The winner (in the opinion of the judges) will receive a signed copy of Max, The Brightlingsea Cat, What Next, Max? and Lilibet the Lobster
2. The runner up will be awarded a £10 book voucher

Prizes will be awarded on Thursday 14th May 2026 4:30-6pm at Brighlingsea Museum as part of the book launch for ‘The Rise Of The Winter Queen and photos from this event will be used on social media.
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See the terms and conditions below for further information about how to submit your entry.

Terms and conditions of entry
· The Brightlingsea Literary Festival Short Story Competition is only open to children who reside in Essex.
· Entrants must be within the stated age range at time of submission.
· Family members of the judges will not be eligible.
· There is no limit to the number of entries any one entrant is allowed to make. Each entry must be sent in a separate email.
· Only short fiction pieces of up to 500 words, excluding the title, are eligible for entry. Entries over this length, or in other formats, will not be eligible.
· Each entry must relate to the town/village the child lives in.
· All submissions must be written in English and your own work, not involving the use of AI.
· Postcards can be typed or handwritten, but the picture must be hand-drawn.
· All entries must be submitted via email only to:  brightlingsealiteraryfestival@gmail.com
· Please supply your name, and age in the subject of the email and attach the postcard as a PDF.
	OR you can post or hand deliver it to The Dragon’s Nest, 22H Marshes Yard, Brightlingsea, Essex, CO7 0BX addressed to Brightlingsea Literary Festival. Please attach the child’s name, age and a parental email address on a separate piece of paper.
· We are unable to offer personalised feedback for entries.
· The closing deadline is Midnight, GMT (11:59pm) on Sunday 8th March 2026.
· The top 10 postcards will be announced on or before Saturday 22nd March 2026 on the Brightlingsea Literary Festival Facebook page, and invites will be issued to the Launch Event & Competition Ceremony on Thursday 14th May 2026.
· Shortlisted entries will also be notified by email, by 22nd March.

Our competitions are run and judged internally.
